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Reagan Says USs.
Seeking Peace in

Central Amerl_ca

Wasbingson Pest Siaff 'Imer

~ President Reagan lastemght sought-imm
‘who fear his_administration is headmg‘for a‘V’etnam

region and emphasizing that he favors peaceful resolu;

tion: of armed conflicts in El Salvador and Nicaragua.

At 2 nationally televised news conference in the East

Room of the White House, the 19th of his presidency,

Reagan suggested that the concern about his Central

American policy reflects an inaccurate: sssessment. of ad-
ministzation aims by Congress and the media.

“First of all. there is no comparison with Vietnam and
there’s not going to be anything of that kind in this”

Reagar said. “And maybe the people are disturbed be-

cause ¢! the confused pattern that has been presented to
ther and the constant drumbeat with regard to the .
suspicion that somehow there is an ulterior purpose in
this.

- In aitempting to shift the emphasis. Reagan endorsed
efforts by some Latin American countries to obtain a
regional peace settlement and even offered a rare com-
pliment to the leftist governments of Cuba and Nicara:
gue for recent statements “that seem to indicate that

thev. 100, now recognize the merit to regional negotia-
tions.”

This contrasted sharply 1o recent Reagan statements'

in which he denounced what he called the Cuban and
Seoviet “war machine” in Nicaragua. But, while the tone
of Rearan's comments last night was subdued, he did not,
back awav from any of the Central America policy po-
sitions that have aroused opposition here.

Theugh he refused to discuss covert U.S. support for
cuerrilias challenging the leftist Sandinista government
in Nicaragua, Reagan said it would be “a very grave mis-
take” for Congress to outlaw the CIA operation. Admin-
1stration sources have put the total of the U.S.-backed
anti-Nancinista guerrillas at about 12,000 men.

The president satd no plan has been put before him to
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raise the number of U.S. military advis-
ers in El Salvador from the current self-
imposed limit of 53, although other ad-
ministration officials have said the Pen-
tagon has sent such a recommendation to
-the White House. But Reagan did say it

.would be possible to train Salvadoran

- troops more quickly for their war against
. deftist rebels if the number of U.S. advis-,
\iers were increased.

Reagan repeated a stabement from his
last news conference, this time attribut-
sing it to President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
sthat a president “should pever say ‘rrev-
-er ” when asked a hypothetical question
:rabout the commitment of U.S. troops.
wiia He also said, as he has in the past,
rthat he has no plans to commit combat
ntreops to the region and that US. allies
*“Yave not requested them. '

1" Reagan’s news conference last night,
Jhis second in a month but the last one
planned before Labor Day, was domi-
“hated by the issue of Central America, as
"White House officials had anticipated.
One said the president scheduled the
“hews conference because he wanted to
“calm the fears in the country and Con-
gress” about the direction of U.S. policy
“in ‘the region.
~The president opened with a state-
' ’rhen'. in which he emphasized his support
demucracx reform and human {ree-
d< :m" in Central America and in which he
“plaved down the role of U.S. military and
na\al exercises that will begin next
mnmh in Honduras and off the coasts of
Cemra America.
" 'The exercises will involve two battle-
ship groups and from 3, 000 to 4,000 com-
-hat troops, hut Rea“an said they are
_“limited in purpose.” He added that the
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